


Welcome Note

Dermot ‘Blues’ Byrne

Dermot ‘Blues’ Byrne is Ireland’s foremost roots and

blues performer and a proli ¢ songwriter. He has taken

his authentic style of blues to top festivals in Europe and
the United States.

Location: The Horseshoe Inn

Time: 8:30pm - 10:30pm

The Abbeyfest Committee welcome you to the second annual summer )
festival. We are delighted to present a jam packed weekend ofFay8i&/orrissey and Friends o
theatre, street theatre, visual arts, Im and family friendly el#fdo the huge reponse that followed last years blistering perfdrotatica: Quinn’s Tea Rooms
Following on from last year's resounding success Abbeyfest has&vRgyfest, Dave and Mr.Bowell have been
and grown and promises to be a great celebration of Abbeyleix B¥igdtd0 return again this year for what
culture, its heritage & its people. The festival in true festival spRfieRifies to be a night not to be missed!
inhabit the entire town including the pubs, restaurants, cafes, li¢afipn: The Horseshoe Inn

and market square. We have been very careful to ensure that tHE¥8"is

10:30pm - 12:30pm

something for everybody but most importantly all events are free!
We look forward to meeting you all over the weekend and hopef@APLIRDAY 12th June

enjoy the festival as much as we enjoyed planning it!
Abbeyfest Committee

Ross McDonald, Brendan Phelan, Pat Kennedy and Marina Raft

THURSDAY 10th June

Exhibition Opening: Conor Brennan:

Farmers Market
é.pcated in the historic Market Square, the Farmers Market wil

Lunchtime Concerts

Combhaltas Ratheniska - Open Call

Traditional Irish Instrumental Recital by Portlaocise based Flautoivilbakasl Ratheniska extend an open call also inviting local singe

Carroll, accompanied by Joe Salmon on Guitar
Location: Cafe Odhran
Time: 12:30pm

Con Spirito

musicians to join them for an evening of lively music.
Location: Bennys
Time: 4:00pm - 6:00pm

Cirque de Legume

Light classical performance with Violin players Siobhan Bergifis CRBily-tipped Irish physical theatre
Steve Elster, Mary White on Clarinet and Kim Melia on Flute  company bring you their award-winning

Time: 1:30pm
Vtalva String Quartet

new show The Cirque de Légume. Marvel
at the Veget-animal! Enthrall at the Leek of
Power! Fantasize over the Onion

Erin Dollard on Viola, Alice Varley, Tally Flynn on Violins and RH4R FEa8S"

on Cello.
Location: Bramleys
Time: 2:30pm

Dermot Bolger
Born in Dublin in 1959, Dermot’s award-winning

I0Pg/&Rave been staged in many countries and his

centrepiece of events during the day on Saturday. Featuring: VintggeRaliky, The Parting Glass, was premiered this

Organic Food, Jewellery, Textiles, Arts & Crafts and much mor:

UMY His ten novels include The Journey Home

entertainment will be provided by The Gombeens, Circus Workshops gthas published seven volumes of poetry,

Colm O’Gradys Yodel Show (see below).

Portlaoise artist Conor Brennan graduated from Limerick ColledeP6Rfigh: Market Square

and Design in 2009. Brennan attempts to create challenging imadé¥'tat

9:00am - 4:00pm

use the power of painting to blur the distinction (if indeed there |is,§a€A utism Resource Centre

between the beautiful and the ugly.
Location: Abbeyleix Library
Time: 6pm - Opening

FRIDAY 11June

Abbeyleix FEC - ‘Places’ Art Exhibition

Exhibition by the students of Laois Autism Resource Centre
Location: Abbeyleix Library
Date: Saturday 12th

The Gombeens - Donkey Feathers - Street Theatre

including the recent External Affairs.
Location: Abbeyleix Library
Time: 2:00pm

The Gombeens - Stories of a Yellow Town
“Stories of a Yellow Town is an emotional &
enlightening journey that documents the rst
time Brazilians came to Gort in Co. Galway to
the present day. Stories that were collected in

Fun, unpredictable and irreverent clowning hosting a two-HRBB¥Nity gatherings, internet cafes, grocery

tomfoolery that will TRICK, MOCK and simply LAUGH at e

This exhibition sees the coming together of four practicing #atigtsable. ‘Imagine a world where mallets
Jackie Carter, Jock Nichol, Edel O Keeffe and Aisling Keating fcam takk as well as drive pegs into the
Arts Department of Abbeyleix FEC, working in the disciplines of paintiy,Now stop imagining that! Come to

textiles and ceramics.

Location: Bramleys

Date: Friday 11th & Saturday 12th
Time: 9:00am - 6:00pm BOTH DAYS

Qisin McGann
Born in Dublin 1973, Oisin McGann’'s children’s
books include the Mad Grandad series, The

Forbidden Files series, and two short retellings of Irish
legends, The Goblin of Tara and The Evil Eye. He has

also produced seven novels for adults.
Location: Abbeyleix Library
Time: 10am and 12pm

Opening Gala
Sport Mary Hana n, TD

Location: McEvoys Bar & Bistro
Time: 6pm

Flamenco Guitar performance by John Walsh

John Walsh is a Longford-born Flamenco & Classical

guitarist based in Dublin. Currently performing

throughout the country as a solo artist and in a duo with

guitarist Lucas Gonzalez.
Location: McEvoys Bar & Bistro
Time: 6.30pm - 8:30pm

see us!’
Location: Market Square
Time: 12:00pm

Plca Puppets
Storybear loves stories, and helps puppeteer Niamh Lawlor tell

@w@%n@e street and peoples’ homes are retold
t

Location: Preston House
Time: 7:00pm

A Room For Improvement

A Room For Improvement is a project by Dublin based visual artist S
A Bradley. The project involves the marrying of live electro-acoustic
two recurring titles of Haiku

Location: Preston House

Tapas and Tales

Café Odhran present an enchanting evening of readings and t
with local writers; including poet Liam Ryan reading from his Stey
Stones collection, Elsie Deevey reading from Laois Anthologies an(
Meagher reading from his historical novel The LBcin@ony.

Own Wine!

Location: Café Odhran

Time: 8:00pm

Tony Leddy
Louth musician Tony began his musical odyssey nearly ten year:
when he rst laid his hands on a borrowed guitar and a half bottle of

o the audience exactly as they were rst heard in the words of fhigipadpikey Just one small part of Drogheda’s burgeoning songw

of Gort.
Location: McEvoys Bar and Bistro
Time: 4:00pm

Abbeyfest Documentary Film Competition Awards Ceremony

talent, Tony is here to make sure you're not put off
coming up to check out the rest.

Location: Bennys

Time: 6:00pm - 7:00pm

Four teams were given the challenge of making short documientaiigs-our

on the history and people of Abbeyleix.
alearips feature many well known

you one, if you promise to help! An intimate, interactive story/@fifdrom the locality and awards for
session suitable for a family audience (7 - 9 year olds the ideal adé&folipjn and Audience Award will be

from award winning Pulca Puppets.
Location: Library
Time: 12:30pm

Circus Workshops

anded out following the screenings.
Location: Preston House
Time: 4:00pm - 5.30pm

Maura Shanahan’s School of Irish Dancing - Titanic

EleventyFour drove her stolen forklift onto the
Dublin music scene in 2008 and she hasn't
stopped gigging since. As funny as she is quirky,
her memorable lyrics and melodies make for some
very entertained audiences.

Location: Bennys

Time: 7:00pm - 8:00pm

David Furey

The Circus Project provide a highly skilled level of circus workshdp298R¢gry Irish Dance teacher Maura Shanahan and her {Fo4pg Y_\@Hmins one of the midlands most popular
with walkabout entertainment which are a treat for young and oREHR8! the Abbeyleix Premiere of her world renowned show,diiiising artists and Abbeyfest are delighted to
The of cial launch of Abbeyfest 2010 by Minister for Tourism, CuBiorié ybu ever wanted to learn how to juggle, stilt-walk or uni-cycldjdi¢ ddanor Hotel.

in market square and unleash your inner clown!
Location: Market Square
Time: 1:00pm - 4:00pm

Colm O’Grady - The YODEL Festival Show
Contemporary Circus meets traditional Alpi
in a splendid display of stupidity. With Bell
juggling and a unicycle “Yodel” is a highly
funny and energetic show that will cha
audience.

Location: Market Square

Time: 1.15pm, followed by walkabout

Location: Manor Hotel
Time: 4:30pm

Traditional Irish Session, Horsehoe Inn - Open Call

welcome him back for his second year playing in the
town.

Location: Bennys

Time: 8:00pm - 9:30pm

Trad session organised by Billy Phelan and Gary O’Keefe. An gggrtﬁﬁgbw
local musicians and singers to join in for a lively evening of musig, Queen’s songs have been described as a poetic

Location: Horseshoe Inn
Time: 5:00pm - 7:00pm

SPECIAL EVENT: Open Presentation on The Human Righ

in Israel / Palestine by Human Rights Observer Gearoid Fit
WATCH THIS SPACEWWW.ABBEYFEST.COM

diary set to music, lyrically rich and full of attitude. Her
style is an eclectic blend of soul pop with strong jazz
and blues undertones. Eva is settled in Stradbally Co
Laois having spent several years in Dublin and Bristol.
Location: Preston House

Time: 7:30pm - 8:45pm



